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And we have often responded with, “About 15
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prayer groups and such began many years ago.
Some wondered if these additional facilities would
ever become a reality. Well, all we knew is that
“God is able to do far more abundantly beyond all
that we ask or think…” And that is the
understanding with which we approach all of our
ministries.
One of the new ministries we are excited about is
a new Church Library. We have always made books
and media materials available throughout the years
in the foyer, hallways, and church office, etc., but
never in a room designated for that service. Another
new development is the Facility Development
Committee, consisting of the committee chairs and
two other church representatives. This committee is
bringing a new sense of order to the use and
development of these facilities that God has blessed
us with through the sacrificial gifts of our church
family and other supporters of our ministry.
There is even a renewed enthusiasm in both the
Women’s Ministries and Men’s Ministries, with
some emphasis on spiritual development along with
carrying out significant service projects. There will
even be some joint ministries shared by Women’s
and Men’s Ministry representatives. Plus,
with the Ministry Fair coming up on March 3, we
anticipate a great response to our service needs in
both our current ministries and some new

ELDER BOARD NEWS
by Mike Hyden, Elder
The Elders convened Sunday Feb 17 and January
13th. Both meetings opened with prayer for needs
of church family members and people outside of the
Chapel family.
At the January meeting topics of discussion were
the “Curtis Hyler and Jubilation” concert to be
presented Sunday morning, February 3rd, here at the
Chapel. By all accounts, this was a success. We
will be looking forward to more of these in the
future. The Elders also talked about the Valentine
lunch for the women of our church on Feb 10th.
The luncheon was a fun time and an opportunity to
show our Ladies how much we appreciate them. At
both meetings the Ministry Fair, scheduled for
March 3rd. was discussed.
The March 3rd event will take place after the
service. It will allow people to view all the different
ministry opportunities available through the Chapel.
Pastor Olsen has started a membership orientation
class. It will meet during Sunday school for six
weeks. Items concerning the new Facility
Development Committee were also discussed, such
as sound proofing the courtyard.
Thanks to Bob Smith, who is stepping down from
his service as an elder. And thanks to the Chapel
for allowing us to serve you.
In service to our King, The Elders

TRUSTEE BOARD REPORT
by Jeanette Buckham
Our Fourth Quarter Congregational Meeting was
held on January 27th, 2013. Mark Anderson, as
Chair of the Trustee Board, reported that our
building committee people had done a
commendable job in controlling costs throughout
the process. We don’t anticipate any big expenses
in the future. In presenting our new 2013 budget to
the congregation, as we have determined what may
be necessary, we increased amounts, decreased
others and consolidated accounts to what we
anticipate will be our yearly requirements.
However, there will be some areas, with our
facilities being extended, that our expenses cannot
fully be determined.
All comments and budget requests need to be
given to Emily Jordan, our Church Treasurer to
keep us current with needs and to help facilitate
making a new budget for the following year.
Members that were unable to attend this annual
meeting may pick up a copy of our Treasurer’s
Report from our Church Secretary.
Our 2012 total expenses have been high due to
new construction and renovation. The expenses
exceeded our budget by about $21,000. Part of this
added expense was due to the large increase in our
church liability insurance. Overall, our expenses
should drop significantly in 2013.
We have been able to set aside one-half of what is
needed to meet the $20,000 loan payment due in
July 2013. That is what is due, at that time, toward
the loan repayment of $60,000 that we have taken
to complete the renovation of the older area of the
Chapel. We will need to set aside $5,000 the next
two quarters and continue to take care with our
expenditures so that we will be able to meet this
payment. If the payment is short, money will have
to be taken out of the General Fund. Mark
encouraged our members to continue in their
sacrificial giving to the Building Fund.
As of February 15th, Mark found it necessary to
resign his position on the Trustee Board due to
other commitments on his time, both personal and
professional. We all appreciate the many hours that
he has given his gift of service to Chapel By The
Sea.

BUILDING & GROUNDS UPDATE
by Paul Monroe, Building & Grounds Chairman
First, I want to thank the Chapel congregation for
all of the support toward the building and grounds
improvement that was received over the past three
years--especially, the Building and Grounds
Committee (B&G). These men and women have
given of their time, some during the week and
others on Saturdays, as they sacrificed their off day
to come over to the Church to mow, trim, dig, rake,
clean gutters, remove tree limbs, repair and build.
Some bring their riding mowers and push mowers;
others bring their trimmers, blowers, saws,
hammers, etc., so that we can be proud of our new
sanctuary, our yard and landscaping.
The first quarter of 2012, the B&G was over
budget for the year due to the second-half payment
of $6,045 to Carteret Heating & Cooling for the
new HVAC in 2011 which included the moving and
replacing of duct work, located over the old
sanctuary, that alone cost $4,960.00. We also had
the second half of the cost of the new sign due
which was $2,681.50. Most of the rest of the year's
expenses were normal, everyday, numbers.
I sincerely thank the subcontractors that gave us
great service at special prices, such as:
G.A.Electrical, Eastman Carpets, Walston's
Hardware, Coastal Dry Wall, Carolina Cabinets,
Sherwin Williams, Morton Water/well digging, and
Acme Irrigation (Bernie Klegner). All of these
people did a little extra to keep the price down on
the renovation.
The renovation of the older offices, classrooms
and sanctuary has progressed very well. We are
nearing the end of the hard labor and now finishing
up the small items in the choir room, library, youth
room and classrooms. I invite you to walk through
the renovated area and see what a nice facility we
now have in which to worship and serve God.
There have been a lot of men, women and youth,
who have contributed to this renovation, but most of
all, I have to thank Larry Hartsell for his expertise,
as well as all the time he has given, along with
“keeping me straight”, so that we have the
wonderful facility that we can now enjoy.
Bill Ragsdale will be the new Building &
Grounds Chairman for 2013. He is very experienced
in all facets of building, repairs and construction.
He will be a great asset to the Chapel ByThe Sea.
His wife, Sharon, knows about as much as he does!
There were no calls for Handy Helpers group this
quarter.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
by Jeff Meiers, Christian Education Supervisor

OUR YOUTH GROUP NEWS
by Sarah Mitchel, Youth Director

We are pleased with our new curriculum,
"Answers in Genesis ", that is being used in all our
Sunday school and Christian education classes. It
has much to offer with lots of visuals and books that
give a depth of study appropriate for all ages. What
makes this curriculum particularly good is that all
ages receive the same lesson. Of course the lesson is
presented differently for each of the age groups, but,
since everyone receives the same lesson, brothers
and sisters of different age groups or parents and
children can talk about what they learn each Sunday
because they all received the same Scriptural
teaching. This makes it important that we make sure
that our children are shepherded to the correct agelevel class.
Teaching these classes is a marvelous experience
for the adult guiding the group. Anytime one studies
Scripture and sound doctrinal material it gives the
person a better understanding of Biblical history,
personalities and geographical situations that add to
our understanding of Christ's teachings. We become
better equipped individually, along with our
students, to value and strive to walk life's highways
and byways with our Lord and Savior, Jesus the
Christ.
Here are the Sunday school classes currently
available at 9 a.m.:
Class
Teacher
Pre K-K
Sharon Olsen
Pre-teen
Paige Taylor
Teens
Brian Bernhardt
& Mike Casile
Adults
Pastor Robert Kornegay
Presently, we do not have any children attending
during Sunday school that fit the kindergarten to
pre-teen, but would consider it fortunate to find the
need for this age group.
Children’s Church is provided from the time the
Pastor’s sermon starts until the end of the service.
We offer an “older children’s church” for ages 4
through 8 and Nursery ministry which are
taught/serviced by a rotation of teachers that each
serve once per quarter. We hope to add more
children, in this age group, and more teachers so
that the age spread will be more appropriate

Happy 2013! With a New Year come new plans
and great things overflowing from our new youth
room. While our room is not yet completely
decorated, we have thoroughly enjoyed the new
environment to meet, learn and fellowship. We
began a new series on Sunday nights “Demolishing Strongholds” produced by “Answers
in Genesis.” It is an incredible series to help
teenagers strengthen and defend their faith.
1 Corinthians 10:4 says “The weapons we fight with
are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary,
they have divine power to demolish strongholds.”
All 7th - 12th graders are welcome to join our
group. We meet on Sunday evenings at 5:30 in the
fellowship hall for dinner provided by members of
our church family, then dive into our study in the
youth room. The meals have been awesome! A
great big THANK YOU to all those who have
prepared meals for us!
We held our first New Year’s Party & Superbowl
Party in our new room, and look forward to many
more ‘firsts’ and new events in our new facility.
We have registered eighteen people with Group
Work camps Summer Missions. We will travel to
Tabernacle, New Jersey, June 21 - 29 to help those
affected last fall by Hurricane Sandy. (The team
number may increase as some were uncommitted at
the time of registration, but we know at least
eighteen will go.) We are just beginning to prepare
for the trip, but know that we will have to do some
fundraising for the outreach. The youth are
available to do yard work and odd jobs, for anyone
in need of this, for a donation of any size to our
short-term mission team. Other fundraising events
will be announced as they are planned. As always,
we greatly appreciate prayers lifted up on behalf of
our team as well as those we will be assisting this
summer. God Bless!

WOMEN’S MINISTRY REPORT
by Jeanette Buckham
At our congregational meeting on January 27,
2013, Wendy Meier, chairperson of the Women’s
Ministry (WM) reviewed the ministry
accomplishments for this past year. She announced
that it was necessary for her to step down from the
position of Chairperson. Going forward, for 2013,
Wendy advised us that Angela Padgett and Josie
Kornegay will be WM Chair and Co-chair and
Paige Taylor will continue as Secretary Wendy has
been a lovely guiding force for the ministry and we
all have gained from her time of service.
On February 3, 2013, Angela and Josie assumed
their responsibilities at our first meeting for this
year. Paige had already provided the minutes of our
last meeting, held November 18, 2012, for our
review. We were able to dispense with the reading
of the minutes and make any corrections/additions
necessary before proceeding. Paige will continue
this practice and minutes of the previous meeting
will be available one week before the next meeting.
Josie presented and reviewed our Women’s
Ministry statement of purpose and principles for
2013 directing us to become “godly influences in
our homes, our church and our community.” A
copy will be available to new ladies joining with us.
Angela delivered a devotion that reminded us of
“What is God’s desire for us as women in the Body
of Christ?” Together, with her guidance, we
checked out Titus 2:3-5, Romans 12:1-2, 3-8, 10-13
and Galations 5:13-15, 22-24 to learn more about
women serving women, the church and the
community.
Audrey Mercer presented the needs of the Nursing
Home Ministry and explained the continuing
necessity for more volunteers to take part in this
Friday morning outreach at the Chrystal Buff
Rehabilitation and Health Care Center in Morehead
City. Since some of our workers will be moving
soon, we will especially be in need of a substitute
piano player to accompany the singing of the hymns
with the residents. This ministry is available to all
our Chapel members, both men and women.
At our next meeting, March 10, after the
Sunday morning service, we will be making
corsages to be presented to the residents prior to
Easter. Judy Stewart is preparing the bows and we
will assemble this gift with everything provided for
this activity.
Virgie Heath reminded us that we will be
providing a breakfast for those who attend our

Easter Sunrise Service. Janine Floyd. Altar Flowers
Committee, asked Virgie to remind us that, if
anyone wishes to provide altar flowers, the cost is
$45. The completed form, available in the foyer,
and the check are to be submitted to the church
office two weeks prior to the date desired so it may
be announced in the church bulletin for the required
Sunday.
Josie informed the ladies of the plans for our 2013
women’s retreat in April and a seminar scheduled in
May. Read Josie’s articles to learn more about
these upcoming events.
Remember, our WM is available for all women at
the Chapel. You need not be a member to attend
and it is an excellent way to become acquainted
with church activities and make new friends. We
will be meeting directly after church on Sunday,
March 10th and a lunch will be provided.
2013 WOMEN’S RETREAT - Be still and know
that I AM GOD, Psalm 46:10
by Josie Kornegay
April 12-14 , beginning Friday evening until
Sunday morning , the Women’s Ministry will host
our third Women’s Retreat. This year’s scripture is
Be Still and Know That I AM GOD. Psalm 46:10,
and our theme is A Seaside Retreat. We will
feature Chapel by the Sea members as speakers in
our retreat. The event will allow our time to be
quiet, instructive, reflective and worshipful for
sweet fellowship with one another, as well as times
set aside for personal quiet time alone with the
Lord.
Our leaders are: Angela Padgett, Chairperson. for
forms, notebooks, handouts; Beverly Schock,
facility, brochure and sign-up registration forms and
Josie Kornegay, meals and communication.
Speakers will be: Cynthia George (Amy George’s
daughter), Testimony; Amy George, What I
Learned Through Silence; Faye Morris (presented
by Josie) on developing a quiet time, prayer and
journaling; Kim Hebert, Serving in Difficult
Circumstances (or another theme) and Linda Snider,
about ministering in our homes, church,
neighborhood and globally as we continue to grow
in the Lord.
During the weekend we will receive (as well as
make) lovely treasures and door prizes to take home
to remind us to remember what the Lord has taught
us during this quiet time of fellowship.
The cost will be $25. Scholarships will be
available as needed. We want as many of our

ladies to attend as possible. If you would like to
sponsor someone, please let us know.
Contact Angela, Beverly or Josie for questions
about the retreat. The location is at an Emerald Isle
duplex provided by friends of the Schocks. Please
sign up early if you would like to stay overnight
since the space available is limited. You may come
for individual sessions or all sessions and events. In
advance of the retreat, a schedule listing times and
speakers will be available so you may plan
accordingly.
Sign-up sheets will be available soon and
announcements will be made to update our ladies.
Meanwhile, we appreciate your prayers for the Lord
to lead and guide all we do to prepare and to
experience this retreat.
WOMEN’S MINISTRY SEMINAR: “Raising a
“G” Family in an “R” Rated World”
The Women’s Ministry will host a seminar on
Saturday, May 5, from 9 a.m. until Noon
at Chapel By The Sea. Our guest speaker Deborah
Dunn, is a nationally known author, speaker, and a
marriage and family therapist who has successfully
counseled hundreds of couples, families, and
individuals over the past twenty years.
Deborah is also an artist, song writer, and vocalist.
She has a great sense of humor and a wealth of
knowledge and experience to inform and encourage
us all. She formerly lived in Carteret County and
acted in the outdoor drama “Worthy is the Lamb”
and was a vocalist and song writer with “New
Vision” gospel singers.
Her main emphasis during this seminar will be
how to live a life pleasing to the Lord in a world
that encourages and promotes unbiblical principles
and life styles. She will address the effects of many
current movies, novels, TV, and other forms of
entertainment that negatively influence the way we
think, act and live. The seminar will encourage us
on where to find helpful and encouraging resources
to educate and direct us toward a more wholesome
life style.
The seminar will be open to our community. A
love offering will be taken during the seminar and
refreshments will be served. More detailed
information and posters will be available soon

COASTAL PREGNANCY CARE CENTER
ANNUAL FUND RAISING BANQUEST
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2013
GIANNA JENSEN, KEYNOTE SPEAKER
by Annita Best
Weighing a mere two pounds at birth, Gianna
Jessen spent the first three months of her life in an
incubator. She was delivered early and surprisingly
alive by the hands of an abortionist in a Los
Angeles County abortion clinic. Doctors did not
expect her to live, but miraculously she did.
Because of the lack of oxygen in the womb, she
received what she refers to as the "gift" of Cerebral
Palsy. Not only was she not expected to live, but
doctors said she would never be able to hold up her
head, sit up, crawl or walk. However, by the age of
three she was walking with the help of leg braces
and she has since become an avid marathoner, rock
climber and dancer.
Gianna spent several years in foster care and was
eventually adopted. Since the age of fourteen she
has been a speaker on the sanctity of life and
believes God spared her life for a reason. "I totally
believe that the Lord Jesus spared my life and I
would not be walking today if it were not for the
grace of God and the power of Christ. I know that
when you need God to walk every day, you know
that God is real,” she said in an interview. She has
traveled the world telling her inspirational story,
from the United States to Ireland, England,
Australia and, most recently, Italy. She talks
about issues such as forgiveness and identity and
the Lord who saved her.
In addition to all of that, Gianna was the
inspiration for the movie October Baby and her
single “Ocean Floor” is included on the movie
soundtrack.
Gianna will be the keynote speaker at the Coastal
Pregnancy Care Center annual fundraising banquet
March 7, 2013 at the Crystal Coast Civic Center in
Morehead City. For reservations or more
information call 252-247-2273 or email
CPCCenter@hotmail.com.

MISSIONARY UPDATES
Gene & Marilyn Ahrens, Wycliffe-JAARS,
North Carolina
2Thessalonians 3:16 Now, may the Lord of
peace himself give you peace at all times and in
every way. The Lord be with all of you.
Do you ever become overworked or worried,
causing you to lose your peace? A year ago, we
were still in Buka, on a small island of Papua New
Guinea. As you know that little translation center is
aiming to accomplish much in the way of Bible
Translation, and it does. At times, we, along with
our co-workers, found that we could easily become
overworked or worried. But we knew the Lord was
with us and that His Peace was always available.
We just heard from friends at Buka, Papua New
Guinea. Valentine shared how he and his wife
Kathleen read Scriptures in their Halia language in
church. “Everyone was delighted to hear the
scripture being read in their own mother tongue.”
This is a real point of joy. Normally scripture is
read from the “Tok Pisin” or ”trade language
Bible”. However, most of the people only
understand a little of it or none. Now we ask that
you pray that more Scriptures portions in Halia can
be translated and read also.
We want to pray for Valentine as he does audio
recordings of Scripture and songs in mp3 format for
Halia people, who do not read, but now can hear
Scripture this way. One man, in his 60’s, said, “I
will sit quietly all day long and listen to the
scripture being read in my own language; the
language brings out understanding and an instant
feeling of the truth and reality of messages being
read.” Perhaps he learned something more about
God’s Peace. The message made an impact on him
and he went to church on Sunday and then to the
evening service.
The Halia language is related to the Tuloun
language and Valentine as able to help their
translation team. “The Tuloun translators were
really happy with the outcome of the course led by
Steve and Kim Blewett. They found out a lot about
their language, especially the small one or two letter
words that they thought were just there to make the
language sound natural or nice. (We called them
harmonizing words.) Those words pointed to the
main events or the back ground which is very
important in Bible translation.
Marilyn and I continue to work at the WycliffeJAARS Mexico and Alphabet Museums. We tell

visitors about Bible translation and encourage them
to be involved and to be a part of the work. When a
group of students is about to come for a tour, we
sometimes become anxious, and wonder if they will
be orderly or even at all interested in what will be
shared. Will we be able to hold their attention? But
when we let God’s Peace rule, He takes over the
whole situation and we often see where He has
prepared certain ones in the group to learn or lead
the others in learning about the gift of languages
and God’s love for the people who speak them.
2 Thessalonians 3:16, Now may the Lord of
peace himself give you peace at all times
and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.
Thank You for your Prayers and Faithful support.
Gods Peace Be With You, Gene & Marilyn Ahrens
Linda Snider, Mercy Ships, Regional
Development Manager
Enjoy this story of a woman born with a cleft lip.
I hope her story will touch your heart as it touched
mine. This is just one person whose life was
changed by the work we are doing with your help at
Mercy Ships. Thank you for your prayers and
support, Linda and Rick Snider
Hadiatou was born with a cleft lip, a condition so
repugnant and frightening to the people in her
village that they believed she should not be given a
name. Even her father felt this way and refused to
allow her to have the traditional baby naming
ceremony.
Fatumata, the baby’s mother, remembers these
early days all too well. “Ousaman, my husband, had
a stone heart that made me very unhappy. I knew
that God loved our daughter, so why didn’t he?”
Even some sympathetic neighbors implored
Ousaman to support his newborn daughter. But
Ousaman refused to budge, forcing Fatumata to
make a painful decision. She would hold her own
ceremony to name her child. “It was very difficult
to go against my husband, but our daughter was a
human being, and I loved her. No matter her
condition, she would have a name.” Fatumata
prayed about a good name for her daughter,
choosing “Hadiatou,” which means well-loved. She
prayed that the love in this name would one day
bring Hadiatou the healing she needed.
Despite her cleft lip, Hadiatou was a happy child
who touched the hearts of her two brothers,
Ousaman and Mamadou, with her unique smile.
Fatumata recalls, “Hadiatou’s brothers always
thought that Hadiatou was so courageous. They

played with her and sang her songs to help her go to
sleep.”
Hadiatou, true to her name of being well-loved,
also softened her father’s heart. According to
Fatumata, “There was something in Hadiatou’s
courage that made Ousaman feel differently. While
it still pained him to have a daughter with a
deformity, he developed a grudging affection for
her spirit. Instead of accepting insults about
Hadiatou, he would speak up for her.”
While she prayed for God to help Hadiatou,
Fatumata admits she was doubtful. “I did not know
what caused Hadiatou’s cleft lip. No one in the
village had a condition like this, so we all believed
it was something that could not be fixed. I could not
imagine that there were people who could treat
something like this.”
When Hadiatou was seventeen, something quite
unexpected happened. Samba, a fine young farmer
she met through her brother Mamadou, fell head
over heels in love with her. Samba was drawn to
Hadiatou’s kindness and her sense of humor. He
saw great beauty in her eyes, and he knew Hadiatou
was the wife God had made for him. Fatumata felt a
stirring of hope for her daughter. If God sent
Hadiatou a husband, maybe he would send her
healing too!
When Hadiatou and Samba were blessed with a
chubby baby boy, they talked about having a very
special baby naming ceremony – to help make up
for what Hadiatou missed. But suddenly, plans for
the naming ceremony were put on joyful hold.
Samba’s cousin Manay, three villages away,
confided to Samba that their two-month-old son,
Bubacar, had a funny lip like Hadiatou’s, but that a
hospital ship in Conakry fixed it. Immediately,
Samba borrowed the money needed for Hadiatou,
her mother, and the baby to go to Conakry to Mercy
Ships. Hadiatou and Fatumata were first taken to
the HOPE Center for the weekend, until Hadiatou
could be examined first thing Monday morning.
Fatumata was overwhelmed by the reception they
received.
On Monday, Hadiatou was given an appointment
for surgery. And, by the end of the week, her cleft
lip was repaired and on the mend. After two weeks
of tender post-op care, she was ready to return
home.
As Hadiatou left the hospital for the last time,
Fatumata turned to her and said, “Praise God for
this miracle. Thanks to Mercy Ships we will have

the most beautiful baby naming ceremony ever . . .
with the most beautiful mother there is!”
Eleanor Tuccelli, New Tribes Mission (Retiredserved in Papua, New Guinea), Sanford, Florida
A New Year - A clean slate! “Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”
“Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”.
Let’s make this year better than last year!
As I wrote in my last letter, I tripped on an
uneven sidewalk, and fell on my chin and broke my
wrist. When the orthopedic surgeon finally removed
the cast from my wrist on Nov. 14, I told him I still
couldn’t wear my watch yet. He said it would take
months for the swelling to go down! I can now wear
the watch, but not my ring. Each morning, it helps
to put my hand in warm water to be able to bend it
into a fist. I’m glad I can type and drive again!
My children took me down to St. Pete for
Thanksgiving Day, and then again for Christmas.
I’m so glad the Lord blessed me with children who
love me, and each other!!
Good News Jail & Prison Ministry
In recent weeks, we corrected 313, 248, and 216
Bible lessons for the prisoners.
After Paul studied Acts, he wrote, “God blesses
me every day with the love of His Son Jesus Christ.
I am not worthy but He loves me unconditionally. I
will follow Him.”
In his next lesson he wrote, “Lord, for such a
headstrong people (Jews) you showed such
patience, mercy (tolerance) to the Hebrew people’s
sin. I pray you tolerate my weaknesses and turn
them into strengths for you.”
Then, “May God use me to bring people from
darkness into His light. May I always give Him the
Glory. Amen”.
And, I want to be able to reach men of different
beliefs with the truth of God’s Word and Jesus’
redemption.”
After Rodney studied II Corinthians 8 on giving,
he wrote, “I enjoy giving like God wants me to do.
Some people say, I’m a fool for giving to unsaved
people. Am I wrong for doing that?” I replied,
Galatians 6:10, As we have therefore opportunity,
let us do good unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of faith.
I praise the Lord for your love, prayers and
financial help as I serve the Lord here.

UPDATE OF OUR CRYSTAL BLUFFS
MINISTRY by Judy Stewart

TIMES A FYING BY!
by Jeanette Buckham

If you read this newsletter, you are aware that
Chapel By the Sea has an active ministry at Crystal
Bluffs Retirement/Rehab Center in Morehead City.
Every Friday morning from 10:30 to 11:30 we
gather there to enjoy some of the old gospel hymns
with the residents. As I play the piano I can look out
into the hall where I sometimes see staff members
dancing and singing along with us. Visitors coming
into the hallway do double takes when they hear
"Victory In Jesus" or "I'll Fly Away" coming from
the Dining Room--then some of them come in and
join us. Hilda Reels is our song leader. She has a
good strong voice that encourages participation
from the residents.

As I entered this New Year 2013, it was suggested,
in a sermon that I heard, that I not make any
resolutions for this year. Rather, accept the thought
that the New Year creates opportunities for
celebration (I’m still alive) and preparation to get
my heart aligned with God’s Word—I am to take
that as my responsibility. I am to be in pursuit
(seek) of God in my life. As 1 Timothy 4: 8
expresses this, For physical training is of some
value, but godliness has value for all things, holding
promise for both the present life and that life to
come. (NIV)
The idea being that I alone could not keep any
resolutions in my own strength. Better to start this
year planning to keep close accounts with God and
let Him lead the way—His Way. But I do need to
review and check “how did my last year go?” What
are the changes I should make in my faith walk,
family-life relationships, and keeping my spiritual
and physical life fit so I am ready for His purpose in
my life? Psalm 139:23-24 gives me a clue, Search
me, O God and know my heart; test me and know
my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive
way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.
So, perhaps I need to strategize a way to attain a
spiritual growth plan for 2013 and then define and
enforce that plan and go forward. I guess this
means it will have to be an ongoing growth and
development plan. This requires great loving
patience. Where to find it? I am not always good
with patience. Throughout Scripture He has given
believers many messages about His great love—He
wants to work with me.
For myself, I just as well give up on this.—just
leave it to work itself out, say, like past years’
resolutions. However, odd to have to admit that the
thought placed in my mind by someone’s desire to
point me in the right direction makes this a
reoccurring jab when I want God to do things my
way. You may not discern any difference in me—I
don’t think you know my innermost thoughts. I
surely hope He notices things getting a bit better.
Another thought came back along the little grey
cells. My perspective of God will shape my
response to Him and how I relate to Him. I was
referred to Psalm 145:1-9. Maybe some time, when
I feel like it, I’ll take the time to read it.

We have recently added new faces among our
group: Virgie and Graham Heath, Josie Esposito,
Debbie Lilley, Ann Gregory and Anita Best have
come to join us whenever possible. We regulars, Pat
Cheezum, Audrey Mercer, Judy and Don Mitchell,
Jeanette Buckham and myself are always happy
when Paige Taylor is able to join us and spread her
particular brand of sunshine in the form of hugs,
smiles, and "can I get you some coffee?"
Sitting with the residents, assisting in turning pages
of the hymn book, is a rewarding thing as you get to
know them. Many friends have been made over the
years. Some have left for other facilities or even to
go home, while others have gone on to their home
in heaven. They leave lasting impressions and
precious memories of the good times we have
shared.
There’s nothing morbid about this ministry. On the
contrary, it is one of the most enjoyable activities
I've ever been involved with. Just knowing that the
staff, as well as residents, want us to come makes it
worthwhile.
We always need more help. Not all of us can be
there every week so I invite you to come join us. I
know you'll receive a blessing.

