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Then the disciples came up 
and asked Him, "Why do 
You speak to them in 
parables?” He answered 
them, "Because divine 
revelations of the Kingdom 
of Heaven have been given 
for you to know, but it has 
not been given to them.... 
For this reason I speak to 
them in parables, because 
looking they do not see, 
and hearing they do not 
listen or understand....” 
(vv. 10-13)



“In them is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah: ‘You will 
be ever hearing but never 
understanding; you will be 
ever seeing but never 
perceiving.... But blessed 
are your eyes because they 
see, and your ears because 
they hear. For truly I tell 
you, many prophets and 
righteous people longed to 
see what you see but did 
not see it, and to hear what 
you hear but did not hear 
it.” (vv. 14-17)



“When anyone hears the 
message about the Kingdom 
and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was 
sown in their heart. This is 
the seed sown along the 
path.... But the seed falling 
on good soil refers to 
someone who hears the word 
and understands it. This is 
the one who produces a 
crop, yielding a hundred, 
sixty or thirty times what 
was sown.” (vv. 19,23-25)



“The owner’s servants came to 
him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you 
sow good seed in your field? 

Where then did the tares come 
from?’ “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he 

replied. “The servants asked 
him, ‘Do you want us to go and 

pull them up?’ “ ‘No,’ he 
answered, ‘because while you 

are pulling the weeds, you may 
uproot the wheat with them. 
Let both grow together until 

the harvest.” (vv. 27-30)



“Another parable He put 
forth to them, saying: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed, which a man 
took and sowed in his field, 
which indeed is the least of 
all the seeds; but when it is 
grown it is greater than the 
herbs and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air 

come and nest in its 
branches.” (vv. 27-30)



“He told them still another 
parable: “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed into 
about sixty pounds of flour 
until it worked all through 

the dough.” (v. 33)



“The Kingdom of Heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field. When a man 

found it, he hid it again, and then in 
his joy went and sold all he had and 

bought that field.” (v. 44)



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant looking for fine pearls. 

When he found one of great value, he 
went away and sold everything he 

had and bought it.” (vv. 45-46)



“Again, the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a fishing

net that was thrown into
the water and caught fish
of every kind. When the

net was full, they 
dragged 

it up onto the shore, sat
down, and sorted the 

good fish into crates, but 
threw the bad ones 
away.” (vv. 47-48)



“Then he added, “Every teacher of 
religious law who becomes a disciple in 

the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
homeowner who brings from his 

storeroom new gems of truth as well as 
old.” (v. 52)



“The process of living seems to consist 
in coming to realize truths so ancient 
and simple that, if stated, they sound 
like barren platitudes. They cannot 
sound otherwise to those who have not 
had the relevant experience: that is 
why there is no real teaching of such 
truths possible and every generation 
starts from scratch.” (C S Lewis, 1939)
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